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Ash Centre has seen two cases of racial tension in two months. The swastika has been
used in both cases to convey messages of racism, sexism, and anti-semitism.

Merrimack safety
in-depth

By Ashley Sarris
Entertainment Editor

Crime on Merrimack’s campus
isn’t National News like the murders at Yale University and the
University of Connecticut, but it is
important to understand how to
find out what is happening on campus. Every year Merrimack adheres
in accordance with the Crime
Awareness and Campus Security
Act of 1990 where they run a report
that provides the public with any

and all on campus crimes. All colleges and universities’ crime statistics may be obtained on the
Internet at www.ope.ed.gov/security.
Story continued on page 4

M.O.R.E. Retreat

~ Story on page 3

By Abigail Clark
Copy Editor

M.O.R.E stands for Merrimack
Outreach Experience. Over 400
people in the past approximately
twenty years have experienced
M.O.R.E. However, not too much
can be said about the M.O.R.E experience itself. That is the mystery
factor. What can be said is that
those who have experienced it have
learned about themselves and others in one way or another.
Throughout the weekend, there are
talks regarding self, family,
friends, and God. Some people

may think that this trip is some
sort of religious escapade that includes praying together for the entire weekend. That is SO far from
the truth! M.O.R.E leader Mike
Beausoleil explained that while
other Christian retreats may have
much to do with the Bible,
M.O.R.E, on the other hand, "is
more like Chicken Soup for the
Soul". This description is head on.
Story continued on page 5
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with Debbie Warshaw
By Patrick Lawlor
Staff Writer

Most of you will look
at the above name and
not even know who Debbie Warshaw is. Perhaps
if the headline read “Den
Debbie,” you would know
whom the interview was
with. The truth is Debbie
hates the nickname students have given her, but
with her recent move to
Sparky’s Place, her old
nickname may just have
to go.
In the Den we would
all see Debbie working
the cash register, swiping
the Mack Cards through
faster than you could even
think. Her quick manners
and politeness always put
a smile on our face and
often made us laugh. Recently, many of you might
have noticed Debbie was
moved to Sparky’s Place,
and she is really enjoying
her new position. “It’s really great”, she commented.
Debbie
has
worked at Merrimack for
seven years, all being at
the Den. “Don’t get me
wrong, I love the people I
worked with in the
Den…great people, all
fantastic, but it was too
stressful. I didn’t like
being confined in the
Den” Debbie explained.
With her new posi-

tion, Debbie is able to be
more mobile and she can
walk around more and
enjoy the friendly faces of
not
only
Sodexho’s
friendly staff, but also the
friendly faces of Merri-

GED, which is a high
equivalency
school
diploma. “I dropped out of
high school my second
year, and I know it was a
bad decision, but sometimes you just make those

Debbie poses with staff writer Pat Lawlor
~Photo by Ashley Sarris~
mack students and faculty.
Something interesting
and heartwarming I discovered during the interview was about how
Debbie is pursuing her

decisions when you are
young”.
Working at Merrimack has helped her pursue her dream of gaining
that high school diploma
she always knew she

could have. “All of the students here inspired me to
go back to school and get
my GED”, she added. Her
determination is commendable and all of us at
Merrimack should be
proud to have inspired
her to get back to the
books and earn her high
school degree. This truly
shows how such a closelyknit academic community
can shed light in unexpected areas and encourage
learning
among
many.
As far as out of work
interests, like anyone
else, Debbie loves to have
fun,” I’ll do anything
that’s fun, dancing, going
out to dinner, movies”,
said Debbie. She also enjoys working out, and living close by in North
Andover makes her feel
closer to the students.
Debbie is surely a legend
around Merrimack, and is
known by many, and appreciated by all. Next
time you see Deb, I encourage you to say hello,
or have a quick chat; she
is a very nice person to
talk to. When asked what
her favorite part of Merrimack was, she said, “Definitely you guys, the
students”.

Some things at Merrimack never change:
and we wouldn’t want it any other way!
- For the clock between Cushing and the Sak time stands still
- Tiptoeing to class in the rain in order to avoid the nuclear sized worms
- Ghosts in Ash
- Constant ﬁre alarms in Gati (supposedly they’re ﬁxed...we’ll see)
- Trudging through three feet of snow to get to a class that most deﬁnitely should have been
canceled
- Parking in the “Rape Lot” after 8pm means you get your excercise for the week
- Expect to see at least half of your classmates at the Claddaugh on Thursday nights
- Walking acrosss the Nile River to get to class when it rains
- That girl/boy you danced with at that party last night....there’s probably a 70% chance you’ll
see them the next morning at breakfast

Any Opinions expressed in Page 2 are strictly those of the colunmist and do not necessarily
represent the views of The Beacon
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By Molly Warren
Staff Writer

School News
The Beacon
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A place to dwell: The Labyrinth

the labyrinth on campus because he
enjoyed the experience he has while
walking through labyrinths and he
During Homecoming weekwanted to be able to share this exend, on October 17th, the new
perience “not only with the Merrilabyrinth was dedicated to Augusmack community, but with his
tinian friar Father Jim Wenzel’s
friends and relatives in the wider
parents, William Lawrence Wenzel,
Merrimack Valley, where I have
Sr. and Gertrude Frances McFadministered for some thirty four
den. The labyrinth is located on the
years of my life as an
grass between Austin Hall
Augustinian friar and
and Cushing Hall. On the
priest.”
outskirts of the labyrinth
Labyrinths
have
are two stone benches,
been being used since
each one in remembrance
the thirteenth century.
of Father Jim’s parents.
They have always
He said he chose to dediserved similar purposes
cate the labyrinth to his
of reflection and prayer
parents because they were
as one walks through
the ones who introduced
them. When one walks
him to God. He explained
a labyrinth, they will
that they enrolled him in
find themselves getting
Catholic
grammar
a
closer to the center to
school and encouraged
then be brought back
him to continue his studout again to the edge
ies. His mother was the
before finally ending up
one who told him about
in the middle. When
Merrimack College and
one reaches the center
Merrimack was the place
of
Merrimack’s
in which he was first inlabyrinth, they will see
troduced to the Augustinthe Augustinian symian community.
bol. Check it out for
The construction
yourself sometime, esof the labyrinth began
pecially if you have
over the summer after Fanever experienced a
ther Jim donated the
Merrimack’s Augustinian brethren stand in the middle of the newly completed Labyrinth
labyrinth before!
money he had received from the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary
of his ordination to put a labyrinth
on campus. Father Jim said that he
has loved walking and reflecting in
labyrinths for many years now. He
said that for him, “when praying in
a labyrinth, I found them to be very
Augustinian in the sense that they

Swastika stains
campus reputation

By Michael Salvucci
Editor-in-Chief

According to chief of campus
police Ronald Guilmette, since
classes resumed the past August
there have been two incidents regarding race, sex and religion in
Ash Center. Both of these incidents included drawings of the
swastika, a world-renowned symbol of hate.
The swastika is an ancient
symbol that has been used for
over 3,000 years (That even predates the ancient Egyptian symbol, the Ankh!). However the
symbol took on a drastic different
meaning after Adolf Hitler used it
as one of the defining symbols of
the Nazi party.
The use of symbol in modern
society is frowned upon greatly.
Chief of Police Ronald Guilmette
said that, “the use of this symbol
on campus is unacceptable and
will not be tolerated”.
It is important to remember
that while the symbol is predominently anti-semetic, it also has
touts in racism and sexism
Guilmette went on to say that
this is not the first time in his career here that Merrimack that the

were kind of a way to engage in a
search for meaning in my ongoing
desire to know myself and to know
God more and more.” He also said
that when he walks the labyrinth,
he finds it to be a metaphor for his
whole life, all the twists and the
turns.
He said that he chose to put

54 Kilos of Cocaine
seized at local apartment

~Photo by Kevin Salemme~

symbol has popped up. In years
past there has been one or two incidents revolving around the use
of the swastika but usually are
spread apart by years, not days.
“These actions hurt not only those
individuals who encounter them
first hand, but also hurt the entire Merrimack College Community” said Guilmette.
Guilmette also wanted to remind students that this is more
than a prank, it is a crime. Hate
crimes are taken seriously by the
police and students who commit
such crims will be punished to the
fullest extent of the law, both on
and off campus.
What you can do:
Report all incidents to Police
Services, or to whoever you feel
comfortable reporting to, regardless of how minor you may feel
the incident may be, or call the
police services anonymous tips
line @ x-5777.
The chief finished by saying
“we as a community must come
together to let it be known, in the
most unequivocal terms possible,
that hate crimes are evil, immoral, and unacceptable, and
that they simply will not be tolerated in any form.”

By Shannon Nickerson
Staff Writer

By now we have all heard about
the drug trades and money laundering that the U.S. is trying to buckle
down on. On October 9, 2009 a drug
task force raided an apartment locally, in the Royal Crest Estates. The
ongoing federal investigation is to
shut down the Mexican drug cartel in
the U.S. The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has been investigating the drug ring for a while now
and decided to have a takedown in
October.
The DEA, along with task-force
agents and police officers, held a national investigation and drug bust
called Project Coronado. This project
is focused on stopping Mexican drug
trafficking in the U.S. On October 21
and 22, 2009, the DEA held the
largest operation ever undertaken
against a Mexican Drug Cartel. According to the North Andover Citizen, this national undertaking was
comprised of more than 3,000 officers
who made 303 arrests and seized 62
kilos of cocaine, 729 pounds of
methamphetamine, 967 pounds of
marijuana, 144 weapons, 109 vehicles, and two clandestine drug labs.
This is an amazing amount of il-

legal substances to seize in just two
days and 19 states. All of these drugs
and weapons were distributed among
just over 300 people. Having stopped
this trafficking is a huge step in the
right direction for the DEA. By stopping these criminals, they will be
able to keep better tabs on the whole
Mexican drug cartel.
In North Andover alone, there
were 54 kilos of cocaine seized in the
Royal Crest Estates. Rancis Osiris
Santana, 31, was a resident in Royal
Crest Estates. Santana was apparently a large distributor of cocaine in
the area. He was indicted in Boston
by a federal grand jury on October
22, 2009. He was indicted on once
count of conspiracy to possess with
intent to distribute cocaine and one
count of possession of cocaine with
intent to distribute.
Others who were arrested and indicted on those charges were: Jaime
Lorenzo, 36, of Providence, Manuel
Alejandro Paniagua Reynoso, 22, and
Juan Nova, 57, of Jamaica Plain,
Angel Morales, 39, of Everett, Sara
Vega, 27, of Lowell, and Santana’s
brother, Ronnely Santana, 20, of
Lawrence.
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Campus safety concerns resurrected
The Beacon

By Ashley Sarris
Entertainment Editor

Crime on Merrimack’s campus
isn’t National News like the murders at Yale University and the
University of Connecticut, but it is
important to understand how to
find out what is happening on campus. Every year Merrimack adheres in accordance with the
Crime Awareness and Campus
Security Act of 1990 where they
run a report that provides the
public with any and all on campus crimes. All colleges and universities’ crime statistics may be
obtained on the Internet at
www.ope.ed.gov/security.
Concerns throughout colleges have been stirring on
whether or not campuses are
safe enough to continue everyday life. In the past semester
both Yale University and University of Connecticut have
mourned over a lost member of
their Community.
On September 8, 2009 Yale
Pharmaceutical Graduate Student, Annie Le, was murdered
by a colleague who worked
alongside her as lab technicians.
After missing for five days, police K-9 units found her body
stuffed behind a wall in the lab.
Bloody clothes discovered in the
ceiling tile hours before gave
the dogs the lead to her body.
The morning she was discovered was sadly also the morning she
was to be wed to her fiancé, Columbia Graduate student Jonathan
Widawsky
Just after midnight on October
18, UCONN student, Jasper
Howard, was stabbed to death by an
unknown person. Jasper was starting cornerback for the Huskies and
earlier that day was a major contributor in the football game
against Louisville. After the game

that night, a fire alarm was pulled
at a school sponsored dance in the
Student Union, a fight broke out
where Howard was stabbed to
death and the murderer got away.
Three weeks later arrests are still
being made to find the true murderer of the star athlete.
As far as Merrimack’s crime his-
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Law referrals, and Drug Law referrals. Outside of drug and alcohol
crimes, Burglary, which also includes acts of larceny, is the next
highest crime on Merrimack’s Campus with a total of 27 total acts in
the past year.
Although the Beacon provides a
small, yet usually comical, insight

A fellow Uconn player pays homage to Jasper Howard
~Photo courtesy of flickr.com~

tory, Merrimack has not experienced any murder and non
-negligent, or negligent manslaughter crimes. In the past three years,
12 crimes at Merrimack consist of
sex offenses that were forcible included in the grounds, on campus,
in residence halls and in the general
public vicinity of Merrimack College.
Majority of the illegal acts on
campus consist of Alcohol Violations
through Liquor Law Arrests, Liquor

Attention Resident
Students:

to the Merrimack Police log, the entire log is available to the student
body in Police Services. Anything
from arrests, to noise complaints to
fire alarms will be found with specific dates, times and follow up actions.
In major incidents, such as
rape, the survivor has its rights
where the student has the choice to
change residence halls, charge the
offender through on campus regulations or bring in off campus en-

Residence Life will be sending out the
“Quality of Life” survey to students the
week of November 9th.
Fill it out, have your voice be heard, and
enter for your chance to win both
individual prizes and floor prizes!!

forcement for their own justice and
for the protection of the community.
This information is publically released only upon the victim’s wish.
To further educate your self on the
policies of rape etc, refer to the Merrimack College Handbook available
to every student via MyMack or in
print to be picked up in Austin Hall.
Unlike UCONN and Yale,
Merrimack has a small closeknit community where the enclosed private campus keeps
residents safe and secure and
visitors closely monitored. Although many students see it as
annoying and pointless to sign
guests in to stay overnight, recent events show how vital it
truly is to keep counts on all
visitors. If an incident such as
a murder was to occur on campus, hypothetically speaking, if
everyone was signed in and accounted for, 99% of campus
would be able to verify whether
or not they took part in the
crime.
Given the recent events
throughout New England campuses it is good to be reminded
of the RAVE alert system Merrimack College has in place.
Through e-mail, texts and
phone calls, students and employees are contacted when
any emergency occurs on campus. In December of 2008
when Merrimack had the
power outage and classes
were cancelled on one of the last
days of finals many students were
stuck in their dorms with no heat,
no electricity and no way of finding
out whether classes were cancelled
or not. The RAVE system has been
implemented as just another way to
keep students of the Merrimack
community safe and aware of what
is going on around them.

Statistics in the Clery report show that drug
law referrals are on the rise - up nearly 15
times from last year
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Continued from cover

M.O.R.E gives students an opportunity to meet others who they
otherwise never would have met.
These students then share a common bond over what they experienced that weekend. The most
recent M.O.R.E took place over the
weekend of October 23-25. The
weekend’s theme was “Feel That
Sunshine ‘09”, lyrics from a song
called “Streetcorner Symphony” by
Rob Thomas. Over 30 retreat participants from different class years,

Feel that sunshine ‘09!
The Beacon

majors, extra-curricular activities,
and walks of life spent that weekend together, getting to know oneself and each other better. The
retreat participants were asked to
leave their cell phones and watches
back in their dorm room or home.
This was going to be a weekend
without any kind of distractions or
worries. Though this was especially
difficult for some, they were glad
that they had given up their phone
by the end of the trip. Also unique

about M.O.R.E was that the participants never knew what time it
was, either! The idea and concept
of time is distracting. Therefore,
this was an additional distraction
that was taken away from the participants.
Most would say that the
M.O.R.E weekend went by way,
way too fast. Much learning and
growing took place during the fortyeight hours of M.O.R.E. One tip is
that M.O.R.E is NOT for the faint of

November 6, 2009

lack of sleep. Overall, if you are
having thoughts about whether or
not to go on M.O.R.E, go on it. I
highly doubt that you would regret
your decision. With that said, the
next M.O.R.E retreat will be held in
next semester in February. Contact
member of M.O.R.E council, Rebecca Provost at provostr@merrimack.edu if you have any
questions…not that all of them will
be answered!

MORE retreat participants pose for a shot before heading back to campus
~Photo courtesy of Melissa Cruz~

Your ad here!!!
Are you interested in placing an ad with The Beacon?
Please contact us at merrimackbeacon@gmail.com
Special rates for
local businesses and an
even further reduction for
on campus
departmental/student club
ad placement.
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Sadlowski ready for faceoff

In the past two weeks
By Jill Bradford
Beacon Contributor Brandon Sadlowski, a senior defenseman recruit on
the Merrimack men’s
hockey team from St. Paul Alberta, Canada,
began his final season of Warrior hockey. After
three successful years of skating for Head Coach
Mark Dennehy, Sadlowski takes to the ice with
20 years of hockey experience and big plans for
after.
Along with the other seniors on the teamPat Kimball, Justin Bonitatibus, Pat Bowen,
and Andrew Braithwaite, Sadlowski plans to
enter the competitive Division I Hockey East
Conference this year with a team not to be taken
lightly. Last year, the Men’s Hockey team went
9-21-4 overall with a frustrating 14 of those
losses coming up short by only one goal. This
year, Sadlowski is not shy about his primary
goal: to help win his team a Championship. “I
hope to help bring success to the Merrimack
Hockey program in any capacity I can,” he said.
Brandon’s success on the ice has not gone
unnoticed by Dennehy. “Brandon came from a
very successful Fort McMurray junior program.
He has competed for consistent minutes from
the moment he stepped on campus. He has always been a smart player, but has had to work
on his physical conditioning and strength,” he
explains. “Brandon has proven to be a great
team player who works on his weaknesses and
never puts himself above the team.”
Sadlowski understands that in order for his
team to be successful, the players need to be
open to any new ideas that could benefit the
team. Recently, the hockey team participated in
Judgment Day, held by Erik Kapitulik from The

By Jill Bradford
Beacon Contributor

Program Athletics. The team experienced intense team building activities that proved very
useful.

Brandon Sadlowski looks to make an
impact his Senior year
~Photo by Michael Salvucci~

“Even though the program is physically and
mentally challenging, supporting each other and
helping each other through it helped us grow
closer as a team and become a more accountable
hockey program,” Sadlowski commented.
When Sadlowski is not on the ice, he is tediously working to manage his time in the class-

room as a Political Science major. Sadlowski admits to the hectic lifestyle of a student-athlete.
“You have to prioritize the most important
things in life. Balancing school, athletics, and a
personal life is possible as long as you stay dedicated to your goals.” Political Science Professor,
Mary McHugh, said “I have watched Brandon’s
success on the ice parallel his success in the
classroom. He is a natural leader in the classroom and engages himself in the material. I like
it when students talk with me in class,” McHugh
explained. “Brandon is not afraid to do this regardless of how big or small the class is. He is a
good model for all student- athletes.”
Upon graduation, Sadlowski hopes to go into
law enforcement or possibly get a job with the
Canadian government. There is no doubt that
the structure and discipline Sadlowski has
gained from Merrimack hockey has prepared
him for such a career path. Undecided on
whether he will remain in Massachusetts or return to Canada, Sadlowski is willing to go wherever the best job opportunity brings him.
Merrimack Athletics has proven to be an extremely positive part of Sadlowski’s college career. “Merrimack Hockey has helped me to gain
individual confidence. It has been proven to me
that the things you dedicate yourself to are the
things that you will find success in, whether it
be sports or life,” Sadlowski explains. When
asked what he will miss the most about Merrimack, Sadlowski concluded, “I will miss the feeling of sitting in the locker room before a game
knowing that I have 25 brothers on my team
that have gone through everything together and
are focused on one goal. And that goal is to win.”

Woehnker looks forward

It seems like just yesterday for
Craig Woehnker, a senior guard for
the Merrimack College men’s basketball team, that he was in his
hometown of Colts Neck, New Jersey figuring out what to do with the
next four years of his life.
Jump ahead four years and
Woehnker is set to embark on his
final year at Merrimack College
with an admirable set of goals to accomplish—both athletically and academically.
Head Coach Bert Hammel and
the men’s basketball team plan to
carry momentum from last year’s
successful season into the upcoming
2009-2010 year. Merrimack went
21-9 overall last year, including a
win over UMass-Lowell in the first
round of the NCAA tournament. In
the end, the Warriors came up short
in double overtime against the
Northeast-10 Conference powerhouse Bentley Falcons in the East
Regional semifinal.
“This is a new team that needs
to get their own identity, and they
will,” said Hammel.
With a talented group of classmates (Jared Brownlee, Jeff Hansbury, and Darren Duncan),
Woehnker’s goals for this season
are not surprising: to win the
Northeast-10 Championship and
the National Championship.

Hammel recognizes the closeness of the senior class and has high
expectations for Woehnker this
year.
“Craig has really developed as a
player over the years. He has dedicated himself and has worked very
hard to become a better player.
Craig is always in the gym shooting
and working on his game. He is one
of the most coachable players I have
ever had,” Coach Hammel explains.
Woehnker’s individual drive on the
court is just as apparent in the
classroom. Upon graduating with
an International Business degree,
Woehnker hopes to land a job with
Homeland Security or Counter Terrorism Intelligence. From there, he
hopes to someday work for the
F.B.I. as a Special Agent.
Management Information Systems Professor, Pat Sendall, commented on Craig’s academic life.
“Craig understands that you do
what you have to do in order to play
the game you love. The commitment
to an athletic team at Merrimack is
huge, but Craig’s time management
skills have led him to success in the
classroom, just as it has on the
court,” Sendall explains. “His selfmotivation is admirable.”
The undeniable team chemistry
of the Merrimack men’s basketball
team is largely due to their friendships on and off the court.
“Our [senior] class works very
well together. We are all room-

mates, and I have
lived with Darren
since my freshmen year,” explains Woehnker.
“I will miss my
teammates a lot
next year.”
Being so close,
the four seniors
have had the opportunity to consistently work on
their game together, which any
Warrior basketball fan would
agree is obvious
on the court.
As an International Business
major and a talented basketball
player,
Merrimack was a perfect
fit
for
Woehnker. When
Senior Craig Woehnker lays it up
asked what Meragainst the D1 Friars
rimack athletics
~Photo by Michael Salvucci~
has done for him,
Woehnker, without hesitation said, “Playing basketball for Merrimack has prepared
me for life by challenging me physically and mentally. I feel like I am
ready to face any challenges life
throws at me after playing for
Coach Hammel,” he explains. “Hard
work pays off.”

Opinion
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It’s Thursday night, one in the
morning, and the lights just got
turned up inside the Claddaugh.
You’re walking (or perhaps stumbling depending on your state of
inebriation) with your group of
friends when you take a wrong turn
and find yourself in a dark ally way.
At this point you’re probably pretty
frightened and you hear the most
terrifying sound come from over
your right shoulder that you could
possibly hear and you run and duck
for cover. What was the sound you
ask? A sneeze.
Everyone is obviously in an
H1N1 frenzy this year. It was hyped
up extensively by the media and
healthcare providers to the point
where my ears are bleeding swine.
Nearly 25 Merrimack students have
left the dorms and gone home due to
“influenza-like” illnesses.
Yet, what does all this mean

Beacon Editorial

for students. Do we really need to
look over our shoulders every time
someone sneezes or coughs? Does
the school really have the right to
temporarily suspend the giving of
wine from the sacred cup at mass?
Do I really need to carry around
this travel size hand sanitizer?!!
In short, no you shouldn’t look
over your shoulder after someone
coughed because…well, there’s not
much you can really do about it
after they have coughed anyhow.
The school absolutely does not have
the right to suspend the giving of
wine, which I believe they have already conceded to the Augustinians.
However you should absolutely be
using hand sanitizer.
There is a fine line between playing it safe and consuming your life.
Kind of like the person who was so
afraid of Anthrax he shrink
wrapped his house and died of suf-

Theology with Tim:

focation—whether or not you want
to believe us on this is up to you, but
we think it’s a good fable nonetheless.
So what classifies as good middle ground in the avoidance of contracting the swine? As we said
earlier, hand sanitizer is definitely
a good idea. One of the more popular college foods is the all-scrumptious cheeseburger. Unfortunately,
your body is vulnerable to contracting diseases while eating, and this
vulnerability only increases when
consuming something with your
hands as utensils. This vulnerability can be drastically cut by the use
of hand sanitizer.
Go out and buy a bottle of spray
Lysol disinfectant. Don’t be afraid
to give your room and bathroom a
good hosing with it from time to
time. Prime places would be: Toilette seats (gross I know but true),
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desks and doorknobs.
Instead of playing Beirut with
actual beer and drinking out of cups
that tens if not hundreds of people
have drank out of before you, fill the
cups with water and drink from
your own beer.
However, when you really sit
down and think about it, this is all
stuff that you should be doing in
your normal every day life. Take
precautions but don’t let the swine
rule your life. This is college, be
safe, have fun and stay healthy.
“Only when we are no longer afraid
do we begin to live” ~Dorothy
Thompson

-Beacon Editorial Board

Oh Come, All Ye Faithful

By Tim Iannacone
Staff Writer

His holiness Pope Benedict XVI
has announced that Anglicans, also
known as Episcopalians in the
United States, will be able to convert and practice Roman Catholicism while keeping many of their
prayers and practices. It has been
more than four centuries ago since
the Church of England has split
from the Roman Catholic Church.
The Church of England, pronounced independent by Henry
VIII, was due to a marriage issue in
which King Henry VIII wished to
receive an annulment but was not
granted by Pope Clement VII.
Catherine of Aragon was originally
married to Henry VIII's elder
brother, Arthur. Henry received
special permission to marry his deceased brother's wife, which is forbidden under Catholic law. When
Henry VIII wanted the divorce her,
the Pope refused. Ever since the reformation, Anglicans have always
drifted back to Rome but within the
last two decades, more and more
seem to be returning.
The head of the Anglican
Church of England, Archbishop
Rowan Williams said, “The announcement of this Apostolic Constitution brings to an end a period

of uncertainty for such groups (of
Anglicans) who have nurtured
hopes of new ways of embracing
unity with the Catholic Church.”
Still, controversial issues arise,
such as Anglican priests who are already married may become Catholic
priests. This leaves room for speculation that down the road, Catholic
priests will be able to marry. However, the Vatican has repeated time
and time again that celibacy will remain mandatory.
The Vatican announced it would
make it easier for Anglicans uncomfortable with the Church of England's acceptance of women priests
and openly gay bishops to join the
Catholic Church. “A new canonical
entity will allow Anglicans to enter
full communion with the Catholic
Church while preserving elements
of the distinctive Anglican spiritual
and liturgical patrimony,” Cardinal
William Levada, the prefect for the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, said at a news conference. Although this proposal was laid down
three weeks ago, many Anglicans
are still struggling whether which
side to choose.
Only time will tell if this move
by the Catholic Church was appropriate and suitable to the Second
Vatican Councils teaching of promoting ecumenism.

The opinions expressed in the Opinion section of The Beacon are solely those of the contributors and do not represent the opinions of The Beacon Newspaper as a whole.

Please submit your leers to the editor to
merrimackbeacon@gmail.com
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Seinfeld: A Legend, A Legacy, A Lifestyle
The Beacon

By Pat Lawlor and Kayla Morong
Staff Writers

Arguably one of the best television shows of all time is Seinfeld.
When Seinfeld aired its last episode
on May 14, 1998, Seinfeld fans
everywhere grew anxious about
what they would do without a half
an hour of Jerry, Elaine, George,
and Kramer every week. Little did
they know that a hand full of networks would pick up Seinfeld and
syndicate all nine seasons of the
show about “nothing”. Now Seinfeld
is aired on TBS and Fox, creating
even more time for fans to view over
an hour of Seinfeld nightly. In 2008,
Entertainment Weekly named Se-

infeld the third best show of the last
25 years, following The Simpsons
and The Sopranos, respectively. For
Seinfeld fans, it is more than a
show; it is almost a lifestyle. Conversation starters revolve around
epic episodes, citing situations that
parallel everyday life. Seinfeld has
become the standard of what a sitcom is; being able to have a tying element wrapped around trivial
experiences that everyone can relate to. Seinfeld often says the
things that we want to say, or society tells us we should just keep our
mouths shut. For Kramer, there is
the idea of having no filter; saying
whatever we want, when we want.
For Jerry, he was all about express-

ing frank opinions on religious conversion, and for the whole gang, “regifting.”
Us fans always knew that Seinfeld would never die. Creator and
writer of Seinfeld, Larry David, to
whom much of the stories of Seinfeld are based, has his own HBO
show, Curb Your Enthusiasm.
“Curb” takes what we loved about
Seinfeld’s witty and smart humor,
and the “no filter” attitude, but
pushes the envelope more, plus a
magnitude of profanity. In its seventh season, Curb shows us the life
of Larry David and what he gets
into throughout his day. David always has his viewers on their seat,
not believing what he just said, or
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what he is about to get himself into
next. In the current season, Curb
Your Enthusiasm hosts what is said
to be “the closest thing to a reunion
show, without actually being a reunion show.” Seinfeld followers are
surely excited to see the old cast together again.
Seinfeld has become a cultural
phenomenon with a very diverse
audience. Anyone can relate to Seinfeld, no matter your background,
where you came from, or where you
are going, there is always an
episode to direct you, motivate you,
or simply to make you laugh. Seinfeld is a timeless show that succeeds to meet what a sitcom is all
about.

Meet the Beacon!!!!
Name: Ashley Sarris
Year: 2012
Hometown: Shelton, CT
Major: Digital Media Arts
Years at Beacon: 2
Beacon position: Entertainment Editor
Reason for joining the Beacon: I like to write and get my opinions heard.
Favorite Beacon Article: My ﬁrst article about geing rid of a beer belly!
Favorite Newspaper: Connecticut Post
What does the Beacon need: Creativity-thinking outside the box
Favorite Beacon Activity: Restaurant reviews
Favorite part of Merrimack: Close-knit community and my Cross Country team
Job: Website technician and telecommunications
Favorite Food: Steak and baked potatoes
Favorite Musical artist: Train
Favorite TV show: Gossip Girl and Glee
Favorite Color: Yellow
Favorite Activities: Cross Country, the Beacon, going to the beach, bike riding
If you had to be one animal, what would you be? Panda bear
Long-term goal: Create advertisements for major running company
Short-term goal: Become the Editor-in-Chief of the Beacon
What is one thing everyone should know about you?: Girls don’t sweat, they glisten!

We here at the Beacon encourage students to be heard!!
We know you are opinionated...let’s hear it!
Send in your leers to the editor to
merrimackbeacon@gmail.com

Police Log
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10/25/2009 01:30
Dispersal
Patrol officers report dispersing approximately 200 students from the apartment area. Units clear.

Noise Complaint
10/26/2009 18:34
Employee called to report a noise complaint coming from the people outside of OʼReilly. Employee stated that the students outside in
the tent are playing music very loudly. Sgt. and Ofc. were dispatched and is responding. Sgt and Ofc advised the group to keep the
music down. Units clear.

Suspicious Person/Vehicle/Activity
10/29/2009 22:10
Front desk worker of the SAK Fitness Center called to report a suspicious person. The subject proceeded to enter the locker room and
take a shower. All units responded to investigate. Officers report he has been verbally assessed and is leaving campus. Units clear.

10/30/2009 16:11
Suspicion
The Deegan West front desk attendant called stating that an individual had just attempted to enter Deegan West, and upon request to
open his bag, fled the building. The Deegan West front desk attendant was unable to identify the individual, whom she suspected was
attempting to smuggle alcohol into the building. Officers report unfounded.

10/31/2009 17:28
Disturbance-Indecent Exposure
Sgt. reports escorting a player from the Vermont rugby team, who mooned the home team, off of the Athletic fields at the request of the
referee. Unit reports that the individual is heading toward his teamʼs bus in the Campus Center Lot. Lt. and Ptl. were notified. The individual left without incident.
11/01/2009 01:20
Alcohol-Assessed/Amb./No Transp.
Monican RA requests assessment for an intoxicated male. His is uncooperative and flees on foot behind the Townhouses. Officers respond and report individual is unconscious on the ground behind the Townhouses. He is a non-student. AFD notified and responds
with APD. Individual is cleared and not transported, AFD and APD clear.

Questions on the Quad

What is your favorite campus activity?
By Abigail Clark & Heather Kent

Academics!
-Anthony Muir,
Class of 2012

Rugby!
-Chelsea Wilkes,
Class of 2012

Hockey games.
-Kelcie Malloy,
Class of 2013

Basketball &
hockey games.
-Tyler Young,
Class of 2013

What do you think of the recent racial attacks
in Ash?

You’d think people
would be above that.
-Jeff Hanshaw, Class of
2012

That upsets me because I’m half Jewish.
-Heather Ivers, Class
of 2012

It’s pretty stupid
what people are
doing.
-James Petr, Class of
2013

I feel like the vandalism should stop.
-Chelsea Jacoby,
Class of 2013
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By Mark Lindquist
Sports Editor

Warriors move into 2nd Place

After a crushing defeat at the
hands of AIC, the Merrimack Warriors took down #2 Southern Connecticut to move into 2nd place in
the NE-10 conference behind Bentley University in a high scoring affair, 52-42. The #1 ranked offense
in the NE-10 lead by sophomore
quarterback James Suozzo and senior wide receiver Jeremiah Watts
was an unstoppable force. Suozzo
and Watts linked up 19 times for
212 yards and a touchdown. Watts’s
19 receptions broke the school
record of 18. Suozzo was sharp as a
razor, completing 36 for 48 passes
(75%) for 364 yards and 4 TDs.
Senior wide receiver Chris Laham
caught 8 passes for nearly 100
yards and 2 TDs. Finally, senior
tight end Patrick Easley made contributions with 2 catches and a
touchdown. With sophomore star
running back Anthony Smalls unavailable, freshman running back
Jimon Hill filled in nicely running
between the tackles, 24 times for
139 yards and averaging nearly 6
yards a carry. Suozzo has been a
great running threat all year and
kept the ball 19 times for 2 endzone
entrances. The Warrior offense
broke the school record for first
downs in a game, with 36 breaking
last year’s mark of 34. The offensive line of Dave Bellmont, Alex
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Sharp, Dylan Register, Rob Maggiacomo, and Jake Bradley plowed
the road for the running game.
The Warriors locked down
Southern Connecticut in 4th quarter even though they surrendered
42 points on the day. Sophomore

inside linebacker Shawn Loiseau
led the Warriors in tackles with 10,
including a sack. Loiseau increased
his total tackles on the season with
111 which not only leads the team
and the NE-10 conference, but also
broke the school record of 105 which

Quarterback James Suozzo pulls the trigger
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until last weekend had remained
intact. Sophomore strong safety
Jason Fischer was 2nd in the game
for the Warriors with 8 tackles.
Junior defensive tackle John
O’Leary was a monster up front
bringing down the Southern Connecticut quarterback twice for 2
sacks. Senior free safety Andrew
Rebello made his contribution with
his 3rd interception of the year.
Senior cornerback Richard Johnson
had 5 solo tackles not allowing any
opposing wide receivers get past
him. Sophomore pass rusher Tony
Johnson acquired 5 tackles and put
the game on ice returning a fumble
for a defensive touchdown with a
minute left in 4th quarter. Johnson
is first in the NE-10 tackles for a
loss with 16.5, tied for 1st with 3
forced fumbles, and tied for 2nd
with 7.5 sacks. After defeating
Southern Connecticut, the 2009
Merrimack Warriors under Head
Coach John Perry moved into 2nd
place in the NE-10 and have a
chance at a share of the NE-10 Conference Championship. Merrimack
has moved up (6-3 overall with a 52 record in the NE-10) and needs
Stonehill to upset first-place Bentley combined with a Warrior victory
over Pace. If that scenario takes
place, then The Warriors, The Falcons, and The Owls would then all
have two losses, creating a threeway tie for the title.

Women race to fullest potential of the season

By Ashley Sarris
Entertainment Editor

The women’s cross country team traveled to
Colchester Vermont on October 25, 2009 to St
Michael’s College to compete in the NE-10 Conference Championship Meet.
The women,
ranked 8th by pre – race polls were determined
to prove themselves a threat as a rising team in
the conference.
The NE-10 was named after the original ten
Division 2 teams that the conference was composed of. As years passed, more teams were
added into the mix, accumulating a total of 16
teams within the NE-10 Conference. In Cross
Country, the powerhouses of the conference for
both men and women are UMASS Lowell and
Stonehill College, alternating Championships

~Photo by Michael Salvucci~

the past few years. The Northeast-10 has a
strong history of nationally ranked teams in all
sports. In the 2008-2009 academic year the conference had 63 different teams representing 14
institutions advance to NCAA postseason play.
The women’s team finished 7th out of the 16
teams in the Conference, putting pressure on
near competitors such as Bentley University,
University of New Haven, and LeMoyne College.
Overall for the women, Stonehill College took the
title followed closely by UMASS Lowell, just a
mere 16 points behind.
The Lady Warriors were led by Senior Captain Katie Meagher, who placed 14th and captured Second Team All Conference honors.
Following her came Sophomore Ashley Sarris
with a time of 20:13.5 and Senior Captain Jenny
Richard, 20:19.7. Rounding out the top five were
Juniors Caitlin Kasala-Halinan at 20:37.5 and

Rebecca Ainscow at 20:44.9. The total team score
was 220 points with a time average of 20:16 seconds.
Within the team there was a happiness that
could not be taken away by anything. The team
had finished all 11 girls within 2 minutes and 32
seconds of each other and every girl ran a season
personal best (PR). The overall team goal outside
of the NE-10 was to have the entire girls’ team
race less than 22 minutes for the 5K.
The season concludes Sunday November 8 at
Franklin Park in Boston where the Warriors
compete in the NCAA Northeast Regional Meet.
The top two finishing teams continue on to Nationals to run for the Division 2 National Title.
Come support your Lady Warriors in their season closer at 1 o’clock right outside the Franklin
Park Zoo.

In addition to Hatfield’s positive remarks, Coach
Mucci stated that the Warriors have various
areas to improve on, which was discussed on
Tuesday’s practice.
Dan Moran, a radiant Warrior on Merrimack’s Rugby team was thrilled by their win.
“They came a long way from Vermont, so it made
the win that much better” he commented. “I
imagine it was a long ride home” he added. For
a couple of the Hornets, being defeated by the
Number 4 seeded Warriors was short-lived. They
enjoyed a hospitable post-game gathering with
some of Merrimack’s finest representatives.
This weekend the Warriors will be playing
their second playoff game against the number
one seed, Eastern Connecticut State University.

The Warriors from Merrimack will take on Eastern Connecticut’s Warriors, for a true showdown
of who the real Warriors are. This game will be
held on ECSU’s home field. The Warriors have
already played ECSU last season, losing 17 to
10. Hopefully Merrimack will put up a good fight
and garner another victory.
The Women’s Rugby team has showed great
vigilance and rigor on the field so far, complementing their male counterpart. They play
Semi-Finals on Sunday, November 8 at 10:00
AM on Volpe Field. Come support your Lady
Rugby Warriors so they can move on to the Finals!!!

Rugby Warriors surpass their first playoff
victory

By Pat Lawlor & Kayla Morong
Staff Writers

On a windy day at Warrior Field, the Men’s
Rugby team displayed a stellar performance
against Lyndon State College. Commencing the
first game of the playoff series, the Warriors shut
out the 5th seeded Hornets 54-0 on their home
turf. Throughout the entire game, the Warriors
exhibited great effort, never giving up on any
play. The Warriors trampled through the Hornet players, leading to many decisive scores.
After the game, Captain Mark Hatfield commented on his team’s strong points, “The forwards were running over the opposing team
while our backs were running the ball quickly.”
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Warriors Spear the Eagles at Home

By Mark Lindquist
Sports Editor

With Vermont coming into
Lawler Rink for Merrimack’s first
Hockey East contest of the year, the
Warriors held a firm grip of their
home ice with a 5-2 victory. The
game was tied 1-1 after the first period with junior forward John
Jamieson pounding in a rebound 3
minutes after the puck snuck by
sophomore goaltender Joe Cannata.
Merrimack took a 2-1 lead in the
2nd period with junior forward
Francois Ouimet putting it in the
net. Ouimet also recorded an assist
in the game. Junior Captain Chris
Barton added a goal to give the
Warriors a 3-2 lead. Defensemen
senior Captain Pat Bowen and
sophomore
defenseman
Karl
Stollery recorded 2 assists apiece.
Finally, freshman defenseman Kyle
Bigos and junior center Joe Cucci
each added an assist.
Merrimack’s offense in the 3rd
period took complete control with
sophomore defenseman Simon Demers blasting a shot from the blue
line, giving him his first goal of the
season. Sophomore forward Elliot
Sheen shot the puck into an empty
Vermont net with a minute left for
the official 5-2 win. My “Unsung
Hero Award” for the Vermont victory goes to senior forward Pat Kimball. Coach Dennehy said “You're
only going to be as good as your seniors, and Bowen and Pat Kimball
showed great leadership tonight.”
Kimball may be considered undersized in Division 1 at 5-8 170lbs, but
he makes up for it with speed and
fearless tenacity out on every shift.
His earns any athlete the respect of
his teammates.
Joe Cannata
recorded the victory in net stopping,
25 pucks.
Merrimack extended their winning streak to 4 games, defeating
UConn at home 4-1. Chris Barton
led the way with an assist and a
goal on a nice breakaway finish.
Sophomore center Jesse Todd, Pat
Bowen, and Elliot Sheen each
scored goals to complete the 4-1
win. Karl Stollery recorded 2 assists versus UConn. Junior Captain defenseman Adam Ross,
freshman forward Stephane Da

Velleca wrists one and beats freshman goalie Milner over the shoulder

Costa, senior defenseman Brandon
Sadlowski, and Simon Demers each
recorded assists. Senior goaltender
Andrew Braithwaite earned the victory by stopping 23 pucks. My “Unsung Hero Award” for the UConn
victory goes to sophomore defenseman Simon Demers. Demers, after
only playing in 1 game last year,
has highly elevated his game and
become a consistent contributor,
playing in 5 games with 3 points (1
goal, 2 assists) and a +3. Against
UConn, he played with tremendous
confidence and was a key component of the power play.
On the road, the Warriors gave
it their all against the BC Eagles
but came up just short, the final
score being 4-3. After being down 20, Jeff Velleca put the Warriors on
the board 2-1. Kyle Bigos later tied
it with a cannon blast into the net.
Brandon Brodhag gave the Warriors a 3-2 lead at the end of the 1st
period. Brodhag also recorded an
assist for a 2-point game. However,
BC punched in 2 more goals behind
sophomore goaltender Joe Cannata
for a 4-3 score. The Warriors gave it
their all and Cannata helped keep
them in the game by stopping 32
out of 36 shots. BC outshot the
Warriors 36-18. Stephane Da Costa
recorded 2 assists and Chris Bar-
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ton, J.C. Robitaille, and Pat Bowen
each recorded an assist.
With a home crowd of 2,660 fans
jammed into Lawler Rink, the Merrimack Warriors took down the
Boston College Eagles 5-3. With
the Warriors down by 1 in the first,
John Jamieson pounded home a
loose puck to tie it up. Elliot Sheen
and Chris Barton recorded assists.
Following that, Stephane Da Costa
and Chris Barton found the back of
the net with their fellow teammates
providing outstanding puck movement. Da Costa also later put up an
assist. Freshman forward Brandon
Brodhag and sophomore forward
Jeff Velleca helped provide Da
Costa’s goal. Senior forward J.C.
Robitaille and senior captain defenseman Pat Bowen helped provide Barton’s goal. Barton’s goal
was his Hockey East leading 7th
goal of the year and Da Costa’s goal
was his 6th and #2 behind his teammate and co-captain. On the power
play, Brandon Brodhag capped off
his outstanding weekend with a
redirection goal. Brodhag for the
weekend recorded 4 points (2 goals,
2 assists) and earned Pro Ambitions
Co-Rookie of the Week honors. Finally, Jeff Velleca put the icing on
the cake with Merrimack’s 5th goal
of the game. In addition, Simon De-

Upcoming Hockey Schedule:
Show up early, wear blue and gold, and cheer loudly!!!

mers, and Joe Cucci recorded an assist apiece. Senior goaltender Andrew Braithwaite captured the
victory by stopping 29 pucks, including a 3rd period 13 shot assault
from the Eagles. With this victory,
the Warriors improve their record
to 5-3 overall and 2-1 in Hockey
East play. The Warriors are now 50 at home.
My “Unsung Hero Award” for
the home victory over BC goes to
senior captain defenseman Pat
Bowen. Against a team as revered
as Boston College and coming off a
loss where you left everything on
the ice, you need your senior leader
to stand up on the pulpit and lead
his troops to victory.
Bowen
recorded an assist and a +2 versus
BC. Bowen and the Warriors
showed tremendous resiliency after
coming off a 4-3 loss at Boston College. Merrimack in Hockey East is
#2 in scoring offense with 3.75 goals
per game, #2 on the penalty kill
with 89.7%, and 3rd in overall +/with +4, and #1 in Hockey East
with 30 total goals. The 2009-2010
Merrimack Warriors under Head
Coach Mark Dennehy have made
quite a statement to Hockey East
after being picked last in the
Hockey East poll.

Saturday, November 21st - Away at UMass Lowell

Check out
www.merrimackbeacon.com for a
preview of our mens basketball
team.
They took on D1 Providence last
weekend, slideshow of the game
will be on our website.

Saturday, November 28th - Home against New Hampshire

Don’t miss it!!!

Friday, November 13th - home against Boston University
Saturday, November 14th - away against Boston University

Warriors a perfect 5-0 at home

Captain of the Warriors Senior Pat Bowen
has played absolutely stellar hockey. He is in
second place in points on the team with 9.
~Photo by Heather Kent~

